Minutes of the OP Committee Meeting at the Naval Club

Tuesday 9th September 2008

Present: R. Knight (President), I. Williams (Chairman), M. Dumas (vice-Chairman), L. Stephens (Hon. Sec.), R. Shuttleworth (Sec. to Committee), M. Beale (vice-President), S. Harvey, K. Evans, A. Adams,  S. Davis, P. Smitham, T. Garnier (Headmaster), D.J. Lee, C. Reed.
Apologies: T. Turner (Vice-President), T. Duhalde (Hon. Treasurer), A. Fenwick-Wilson,  D. Rendle,  P. Hughes (resigned), C. Hayne, J. Millensted, W. Shuttleworth. 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 6th May 2008

The Minutes were approved.

Matters Arising

None

Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman announced that Alex Hunter (’89-’96) had been co-opted on to the Committee after an initiative by the President, Robin Knight. A keen cricketer. He will also represent the OP Society on the Pangbourne Association Committee.

In the past there was a vice-Chairman who was the prospective Chairman. Mark Dumas has agreed to take this position; and is also Chairman, Social sub-Committee.

Peter Hughes has resigned from the Committee after many years serving mostly as Hon. Treasurer. The Chairman has written to thank him very much indeed on the OP Committee’s behalf.

Pangbourne Association

This is launching now with Abbi Manson as Administrator.
OP representatives to the new Committee were elected en bloc: Alex Hunter, Mark Dumas, Danny Lee and Steve Davis.
It was suggested for continuity that these need not be in office for any specified time; however the OP Society Chairman will be a co-opted member for two years at a time to coincide with his time in office.
It was suggested that its first meeting should be before the next OP meeting (inc. AGM).

David Bradley

Died suddenly earlier this year and our President had attended his Funeral on the Society’s behalf. The organising Vicar had failed to advise him of the Memorial Service dates, after assuring him that he would, but, fortunately, our Chairman was present at this very well-attended event in the City.
“Networks with Notes” Appeal
£1,276,814 promised up to 1st September 2008.
£2,000,000 is the target. The Headmaster intends to go ahead with the Music Centre which is not quite fully funded yet and the IT Centre will come second. Planning permission has been granted.

Careers Fair – 21st November 2008

Anyone who can help should contact Dr. Beth Reynaert careers@pangcoll.co.uk .
OP Bursary
There had been an application for a Bursary subsequently withdrawn (see Trustees Report). There is no OP Scholar at present. The College give a discount for siblings already and it was suggested, perhaps controversially, that the College fund an OP Bursary in perpetuity if we transfer the HSMT to the College. For future discussion.
Constitution
The Chairman proposed that this be reviewed. Seconded by the President. Agreed. Discussions would include:
Duties of the Hon.Sec. (summary attached to e-mail)
The present Hon.Sec. would like to become a consultant since the College has offered to take over much of the administration.

Merchant Navy Convoy – National Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas

10th Anniversary invitation received. The Hon. Sec., who had attended the inauguration 10 years ago with others, suggested Robin Arnott (OP and ex-MN) should be advised so that he could attend again as he lives nearby. 
Beijing Olympics Sailing Gold Medal Winner– Andrew Simpson (’90-’95) 
The Chairman sent the OP Committee’s best wishes to him the day before the event.

The President had sent our congratulations after the event.

Andrew was Captain of Sailing under Crispin Read-Wilson, who has been asked to write an article about him for the OP Magazine.

There will be a joint event reception for Andrew coinciding with an Appeal reception.

It was suggested that the OP Society present a gift to Andrew such as an invitation to the next OP Dinner. It was agreed that a painting would be commissioned from Vice - Admiral Sir John Webster.
Pangbourne Sailing – Arrow Trophy for schools
10th – 12th October off Cowes with a Dinner at the Royal Corinthian Yacht Club.

There is a team including the Chairman and Robin Patterson, but two more crew may be needed.
Website
The Chairman thanked Danny Lee for his hard work so far. (See report below).
OP Society General Fund
£15,998 at 17th July 2008 less fee of £205.63 (0.6% p.a.)
Association of Old Worcesters
A letter was passed round
Founders’ Day

The Chairman and other OP Committee members had attended. The Hon. Sec said that about 30 OPs from ‘60s (+ wives) came. OPs narrowly won a 20-20 match.

The Chairman thanked the Headmaster again on all our behalves, and the Hon. Sec. said that the College had instituted an excellent policy in inviting OPs by decades on Founders’ Day. The Guest of Honour was the High Sheriff of Berkshire, Dr Carolyn Boulter, BSc MA PhD FRSA.

The Pangbourne Scholar had done the OP Society great credit both in terms of his prizes and on the parade ground.
Sub-Committees

Magazine: See Headmaster’s Report (Pangbourne Association) below.

Social: David Nicholson has volunteered to look after the ‘70s year group for the next three years.

An event alternating with the bi-annual Dinner is suggested probably in London e.g. Simpson’s in 2009.

OP Golf in October.

OP Rugby is in the hands of Chris Sutton.

Proposals requested for next meeting.

Website: Six Committee members including a 6th Form student.

There had been a good first meeting.

The site will cover the wide community of OPs. Considerations are the user-friendliness, functionality and cost.

Harvard, Eton and other websites would serve as benchmarks.

Specialised alumni software is available for database. Access issues have to comply with the Data Protection Act.

The OP homepage must look good as part of the Pangbourne Association’s website. which in turn will form part of the Pangbourne College one – affordability. Links where we plug in are to be considered at next stage.

The running and maintenance of the OP website will need continuous administration.

Headmaster’s Report
Founders’ Day was the best so far. There were lots of young OPs (some of whom were a bit scruffy). Future leavers will be briefed in advance.
College up 152 places in Daily Telegraph tables. 2nd best year ever after a recent decline.

GCSE’s very good.

College numbers 410 which is very pleasing. Boys places full - Girls 15 spare

Illawarra had been opened by the Lord-Lieutenant of Berkshire.
College atmosphere very polite at beginning of term.

First fixture against Teddy’s, Oxford was excellent. Girls’ hockey is looking good.
There will be a two week half-term as an experiment this term.

Pangbourne Association

With the founding of the Association nothing has changed. The OP Society and its Committee remain as before. The College can offer administrative and event support. The proposed structure is explained in the previous Minutes 9th May 2008, and the College has again offered £20,000 for a year’s funding to be drawn down as required.
If the Magazine moves across it would have to go to everyone. The costs would increase, but the College will pay. Andrew Adams generously offered extra postage costs to be paid by his Company this year. An early meeting of the magazine sub-Committee is needed but the Magazine can not change this year (2009 edition).

Hon. Secretary’s Report
Deaths 

David Bradley (’65–’70) 

OP Society Chairman ’84 -’86. Trustee ’87-’98.





Tributes by P.Hearson and M.Walker.
C.M. Hebbert (’52-’56)

Major, Royal Artillery.
P.V. Hunter (’50-’53)

ex-MN. Tim Hughes, Miles Eden-Smith at funeral.
Capt. P.A. Pinkster, RN (’44-’48) 
Close friend of Garnier family.
Alan Vasa (’72-’08) has retired as a master at the College after 36 years.

Nikita Potemkin

Has sent a letter of thanks and appreciation had been received from the leaving OP Scholar. He intends to remain in touch and will try to support a Bandmaster’s Prize with his OP brothers. Nick Beattie has written to him as he arranged the OP Scholarship when he was Chairman.
Jessie Payne
Has asked for sponsorship for her elective year after qualifying as a Doctor. She will be in Gondar Hospital in N-W Ethiopia. The Hon.Treasurer has confirmed adequate funds available to contribute £500 towards Jessie Payne's trip. The Committee approved £750.
HCC Laird (’22-’25) – (died 1971)
100 years after his birth (3-9-1908) he is still youngest England Rugby International ever.
Hon.Treasurer’s Report (Treasurer not present but forwarded this Report)
Last statement date – 4th August 2008.

Balance £9,533.04.
Income relates to individual subs received by DD, plus £1,675 of summer subs received by the school.
Relatively few tie/pin sales - cheques cashed as received.
Expenditure: Cheque to school for OP dinner of £3,414.48 cleared on the day of the last meeting.

£500 towards Secretary expenses.

£1,493 refunded to the college as £1,500 (net of £7 charges) were received into our bank account by DD (and not to the college) at the end of May (related to rugby tour). 
No other large expenditure expected over the next couple of months.

Note that both students for whom we were paying fees to have now left the college. The college have asked me if we will be funding another student. This has been referred to the Chairman, who has confirmed we will not be funding any more students.

Cheque just received from College for £3,125 Michaelmas Term subs.
Trustees Report

Harry Sykes Memorial Trust

As at 8 September 2008, the value of the Trust stands at £156,644.

(£10,760 down from the May 08 value, which is a reduction of 6.43%).
Anticipated income from the Investments has been estimated at £6,596

There are no outstanding commitments.
We received one approach for assistance with school fees from the parents of a boy currently at the College. We sent our questionnaire and received a response that these parents did not feel that they fell within the scope of assistance that we could offer.

Again, no further action has been taken to separate the Trust from the ‘umbrella’ registration of Pangbourne College. We await further developments concerning the position of the HSMT within the OP Society. 
The Trustees asked: How would the HSMT be funded in the future? Answer: It would not be funded unless we receive an occasional legacy.
Any Other Business:
Keith Evans who sponsors the eponymous prize had received a very nice letter from Lucy Hamblin-Rooke who had just left as a joint Chief of the College. It was passed round.
There will be Hood Memorial ceremony at the National Arboretum, Alrewas in October. Keith Evans will represent the College. Three OPs went down in her.

Committee Meetings 2008
1800 in the Sargent Room at the Naval Club, 38, Hill Street, W1

4th November

