Minutes of the OP Committee Meeting at the Naval Club

Tuesday 6th June 2006

Present: R. Knight (Chairman), I. Williams (President), P. Hughes (Hon. Treasurer), R. Shuttleworth (Sec. to Committee), M. Beale (Vice-President), N. Hollebone, S. Harvey, M. Eden-Smith, P. Smitham, W. Shuttleworth, T. Garnier (Headmaster), D. Rendle, John Faulkner (’51-’54).
Apologies: T. Turner (Vice-President), L. Stephens (Hon. Sec.), T. O’Neill, A. Fenwick-Wilson, C. Reed, A. Adams, C. Hayne, S. Edwards.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 11th October 2005

The Minutes were approved with the following corrections:
Eric Gerres Bequest
The Art Dept. needs a new roof - the Library does not.
OP Day and AGM will be 10th September – not 10th October.

Matters Arising

None

Chairman’s Report
The OP Dinner had been very successful. Many congratulatory letters and e-mails had been received. The presence of a number of female OPs was a very positive development which added greatly to the occasion. The final numbers attending required much last-minute effort by many people. A suggestion was made that year-groups should be contacted and 10/20/30 Year Leavers should be encouraged to come as groups. The Chairman said that this had been done on this occasion (1961 and 1981 leavers) as in the past.
40 leavers from 1994/1995 (half the total) who had not renewed their subscriptions had been written to by the Chairman. No replies had been received. Lindsey Hughes (College Marketing Director) is doing a fine job in chasing down “lost OPs and so far has identified about 100 out of 1600 “lost” but it should be stressed that this is not part of her remit and she has many other more pressing duties.
There have been problems with the OP website and its ownership. It now has a new address: www.oldpangbournian.co.uk
OP Pin (Girls)

This has been priced at £18 - a similar price to the OP Tie (Boys). We will monitor how it sells this year and the price can be reduced a little if necessary.
OP Golf Society
30 OPs played at Liphook on June 1st. The youngest OP won. It was a very successful event.

Hon. Secretary’s Report

(Regrettably the Hon.Sec was unable to be present as he was suffering the after effects of a long and busy trip to Canada – see below. The Committee wished him a speedy recovery.)
Deaths

Dr. T.M.H. Stewart
(’44-’46)
Eminent researcher in to Breast Cancer. Died June 2000 in Ottawa.
Martin Brooke-Taylor(’45-’49)
Solicitor in Buxton. Died 25th March 2006
Robert Kingsbury
(’55-’58)
Ex-Royal Mail Lines and a very loyal OP. Chris Mullins a friend attended the Funeral. Died 15th May 2006 of cancer.
Leavers Meeting
Friday 9th June at 1330 in the Music School. The Hon. Sec and David Rendle will be there. Mention will be made that the OP Society can help fund young OPs, and there is publicity about OP Sport.

OP Room

The old Canteen is being converted in to the college Shop. Apart from new windows the OP Room is not affected. This is important for our archives and any future Hon. Sec.

Canada Trip

The Hon.Sec received a great welcome.

Toronto - Ron Aldridge (’46-’50) organised a small dinner in Toronto C.C. 6 OPs and wives attended.

Vancouver - Roger Walker (’45-’48) invited him to a Conway, Worcester, Pangbourne and Gen. Botha lunch in the royal Yacht Squadron in Victoria where he found himself Guest-of-Honour and had to speak!
Headmaster’s Report

There has been a large turnover of Staff with ten new in September including Head of Drama, Head of Music and Head of Art.

Charlotte Butterworth (OP) is one of two new female Governors appointed making 18 Governors in total.
Exams are under way. Not expected to be as good as 2005. The timetable is being adjusted with fewer GCSE’s per pupil in order to achieve better results.
In September the Junior School will go to a 5 day week but not the Senior School.

Sport: Results have been excellent. Rowing: At the National Schools Regatta the top three crews reached their finals. 2nd VIII won a Bronze. Success at Henley is not assured.
Ethos “Taking Responsibility” a 3 day leadership course is being developed.
Building projects are on track. 

There may be a shortage of Boy entrants in September but not Girls.

The New Ensign has been produced and the Prospectus and Website are being redesigned.

Hon. Treasurer’s Report

The General Fund is being used to top up the Current Account to help with fluctuating balances in the latter.

Ian Williams was asked to devise a form for bequests to be included in the next edition of the Magazine.

Nothing else of note to report but there is still money in the Bank. Some money (around £35,000) will be transferred from the General Fund to the Harry Sykes Memorial Trust Fund.
Any Other Business

Trustees Meeting

This had been held earlier to advise the Headmaster what the Society can do to help the College. The Society has funds to assist pupils. This year expenditure exceeded income as there was an emergency request to help two pupils (girl and boy). The General Fund had contributed and some of it will be transferred in to the Harry Sykes Memorial Trust Fund while keeping a working float. In 2006/07 three pupils will be helped and one Committee Member expressed concern that we were using capital to do so. The Trustees assured the meeting that no capital from the HSMT fund had been used to support pupils in 2005/06 and none would be used in 2006/07. Meantime they are investigating ways to achieve greater capital and income growth in the funds at our disposal. After the transfer of funds from the General Fund to the HSMT, its assets will be around £200,000. In future any assistance given is likely to be more short term (one to two years) and the OP Scholar might become the Old Pangbournian Scholarship and be awarded to more than one pupil and for a limited time. In another initiative, the Trustees are going to write to all OPs over the age of 50 soliciting bequests in order to build up the HSMT funds.

OP Dinner

Nigel Hollebone said that it had been hard to get 84 diners in total (inc. 5 guests). 58 stayed overnight (including 1 bugler at 0300!) £2930 had been received and the total cost was £3013.10. The Dinner had been more expensive than usual because of staff costs since the date did not coincide with the beginning of term as it normally does. Although this appears to be a small loss (£83.10), there were 21 bottles of port remaining at a value of £208.50 which will be carried forward to the next Dinner. The Chairman expressed the Committee’s thanks to Nigel for once again having done a terrific job. He also thanked all involved at the College for having been so helpful.

Eric Gerres Bequest

There is £43,250 remaining in a special College account and it was still felt by the OPs that something should be done that was appropriate to his memory. This needs further thought and the Headmaster will write to the Chairman.
Jeremy Hodgson (’51-’54)
Despite his physical problems he completed the London Marathon so the OP Society had given a donation of £100 to his chosen Charity. Congratulations were expressed.
Hesperus

Congratulations were expressed to David Rendle on his appointment as Housemaster.
Founders’ Day - Saturday, 8th July 2006

The Chairman asked the HM is thought could be given to allowing OPs to become more a part of Founders’ Day. At present there are no OP sports on the day but a cricket match of 20 overs per side could be played with a BBQ afterwards. The HM stated that he wished to see a Founders’ Day first before coming to any conclusions but finding time before Beating Retreat will always be a problem. But he promised to consider the matter. 
OP International Sporting Honours Board

This is still being researched but it will eventually go up in the Sports Hall. Anyone with ideas/names should contact David Rendle.
Committee Meetings 2006
Sunday 10th September
OP DAY(includes AGM)
Tuesday November 7th
1800 at the Naval Club, 38, Hill Street, W1







