Minutes of the OP Committee Meeting at the Naval Club

Tuesday 11th October 2005

Present
R. Knight (Chairman), I. Williams (President), T. Turner (Vice-President), L. Stephens (Hon. Sec.), P. Hughes (Hon. Treasurer), R. Shuttleworth (Sec. to Committee), N. Hollebone, M. Eden-Smith, S. Harvey, T. O’Neill, J. Millensted, C. Reed, D. Rendle.

Apologies:

M. Beale (Vice-President), C. Hayne.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting 8th March 2005

The Minutes were approved.

Matters Arising

None

Chairman’s Report
The Chairman offered to serve for another two years.

He had recently been in Australia and had met R.B. (Sam) Strachan (’58-’62) in Melbourne who sent his good wishes to the Committee.

Trust Tax

The Society’s tax treatment of its two Trusts had failed to comply with certain regulations in the past and it may be able to claim a rebate. However it could also be fined if it does. Pip Smitham, who will eventually be taking over as Hon. Treasurer, will look in to this and report at the end of the year. The present Hon. Treasurer has agreed to serve for a further year until the AGM in 2006. Chris Reed offered to help with auditing the Trust accounts.

Insignia for OP Girls

Charlotte Hayne and Michael Beale have made progress in discussions with Toye, Kenning and Spencer.

Founders’ Day

Garth Morrison (’55-’59), Lord-Lieutenant of East Lothian, was the Guest of Honour and opened the new Junior House (Dunbar).

The Instructors’ Bugle was presented to the College by Michael Penney ('43-'45).
OP Data

Some OP information is being put in to the Pangbourne College database, but the OP Society will keep control. Lindsay Hughes, the New College Marketing Director, is liaising with the Society.
OP Golf Society

The October Match v. Pangbourne College was held at Goring & Streatley GC. The OPs won by 4 games to 3.

OP Rugby

The shirts had been obtained (See previous Minutes). The OP XV had played at Richmond Rugby Club in the Richmond Tournament and was beaten by the eventual winners. The team has arranged three more fixtures this season.

OP Reception for the new Headmaster and Mrs. Garnier

The Hon. Sec wished it to be recorded that he objected to the OP Society fully funding this function which was to follow the meeting. He said that attendees should pay towards its cost, as many attending were not Committee members. His comments were noted by the meeting which nevertheless support the Chairman who argued that the key thing was to build a good relationship with the new Headmaster from the outset – and one way to do this was to introduce him to as many OPs as possible – some of whom were unlikely to have attended if asked to contribute individually to the cost of the reception.

The Hon Sec. also raised the subject of a visit by him to Canada in 2006. He told the Committee that over the past 15 years he had visited Australia once and South Africa twice and he was anyway going to Canada in May or June 2006. He would be visiting OPs there, of whom there are 26, mostly based in Toronto and British Columbia. He requested a subsidy. No amount was discussed but the Hon Sec was asked to provide a cost estimate to the Chairman who would then liaise with other members of the Committee.

Remembrance Sunday & AGM

There will be 30 places for OPs in the Chapel and it was proposed that the AGM would be after lunch at 1430.

OP Dinner 2006

A date will need to be agreed with the College. A problem next year is that the Dinner normally takes place on the last Friday of the Easter holidays but in 2006 this will be  Good Friday. The Chairman agreed to write to the Headmaster about the matter. The Housemasters concerned will need to be consulted. Robin Paterson has offered a Guest of Honour/Speaker – the Olympic gold medallist for sailing at the Sydney Olympics, Ian Percy. Nigel Hollebone agreed to organise the Dinner once more.

Hon. Secretary’s Report

Deaths

E.Hannen, Cdr.
(’33-’35) 
(Hon. Sec. was informed by Keith Evans).

P.H.Kent

(’69-’73)
Son of Barrie (’36-’39), brother of

Christopher (’65-’69), Michael (’68-’72)
(Obituary in Guardian)
A.J.Richmond,R.Ad.(’45-’49)
(Keith Evans attended funeral).

J.M.’Bill’Rodgers
(‘44'-46)
Trinity House Pilot.
B.D.Searle

('39-'42)
Ex-Rothmans.
J.W.Stead, Capt.
(’36-’39)
R.A.N. Past OP rep in NSW.

Peter H. Uncles
('76-'81)
Chorister in Bath, Wells and Westminster Abbeys.






(Hon. Sec was informed by father)

J.B.Wimbush
('25-'26)
aged 98 in June, died in August In Australia. He was

the oldest OP. (It is now Col.W.F.Nott (’22.’25))

Informed by Paddy Evelegh, OP rep in W.Australia.

Michael Low



Pangbourne College Catering Officer ('70-'90).

Finance
Received at 10-10-05: Standing Orders £138 (26), Cheques (2005 £3,101 (69))









(2001 £1,514)









(2002 £3,164)









(2003 £2,982)

10-year-leavers
63 letters sent to OPs who left in 1995

11-year-leavers
40    “         “    “    “      “     “   “  1994 (9 only have paid)

The Hon. Sec reminded the Committee that he wrote each year to 10-year-leavers, and those who did not reply after two reminders were taken off the list.

Magazine

Ted Daubeny is back from France and is now working on the letters (fewer than last year)

One article promised by:
Andrew Tresoriere (’64-’68) – Ambassador in Algeria

Three articles received from:
Ric Wood (’72-’77) – Merchant Navy, Policeman





Richard Shuttleworth (’57-’62) Chief Pilot, HEMS re-7/7





Clive Short ('52-'56) MN

Headmaster’s Report

David Rendle presented this.

Good ‘A’ Level and GCSE results. Excellent compared to local catchment area. The new Headmaster wants to keep pushing the standard up.

A Reception for local Prep School Headmasters went well. About 49 guests attended from 30 schools.

Pangbourne College is full. This includes 80 girls.

The new Headmaster is keen on appearance of the pupils.

The 1st XV played 3 hours so far without conceding a Try.

Girls’ Hockey is going well.

The CCF (RM Section) were runners up in the Pringle Trophy

Hon. Treasurer’s Report

The Hon. Treasurer congratulated the Hon. Sec on his magnificent efforts in recovering a considerable sum of money in subscriptions.

The OP Bursary and the Magazine are the Society’s largest expenses.

The latest Bank Statement showed a current account balance of £1,135.

The Trusts had c. £185,000 thus:
(General Fund



  £42,662)

(Harry Sykes Memorial Trust Fund 
£142,566)

Any Other Business
Included above.

Committee Meetings 2005
Remembrance Sunday 13th November at the College (AGM)

Committee Meetings 2006
1800 at the Naval Club, 38, Hill Street, W1 (provisional dates)
14th March 2006

6th June 2006

October 10th (or a Tuesday in November 2006)







