Minutes of the OP Committee Meeting at the Naval Club

Tuesday 5th June 2007
Present: R. Knight (Chairman), I. Williams (President), L. Stephens (Hon. Sec.), R. Shuttleworth (Sec. to Committee), S. Harvey, A. Fenwick-Wilson,  P. Smitham, C. Reed, C. Hayne, J. Millensted, P. Hughes (Hon. Treasurer), D. Rendle, M. Dumas (’64-’68), W.Shuttleworth, John Faulkner (’51-’54).

Apologies: T. Turner (Vice-President), M. Beale (Vice-President), K. Evans, A. Adams, T. Garnier (Headmaster).
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 14th March 2007
The Minutes were approved.
Matters Arising

None

Chairman’s Report
Founders’ Day: since our last meeting it has been agreed that we would provide a cricket X1 to play a College side in a 20/20 game during the afternoon. With the help of Jim McBroom we came up with the names of nearly 90 young OPs who might like to take part. Team arrangements were handed over to James Frost and Chris Sutton, two OPs on the staff at the College who also happen to be former Captains of Cricket. Team selection is said to be proceeding smoothly after a slow start.

The College has invited OPs of the 1945-59 vintage back to Founders’ Day as part of its marketing drive. As of last week 34 OPs had accepted + partners, so more than 70 people are likely to be present.

In the end we agreed with the College not to lay on a barbeque this year despite the kind offer of help from Messrs Smitham, Basset and Ram. If all goes well, I’m told the College might reconsider in 2008. 

General Fund: At the end of March the chairman was asked by the Bank of Scotland Trustee Services to approve some changes to the General Fund investments they handle for us and declined to do so. The reason was that they wanted to invest in British American Tobacco which seemed an odd choice for a charity linked to a school. They responded positively to a counter suggestion and we have invested instead in National Grid shares.

OP web site:  Updated in April at a cost of £235. It involved a lot of work.

OP Golf: Another good annual outing, this time at North Hants GC in Fleet. 22 OPs were present – less than before due, apparently, to the competing charms of half-term. The weather was dire in the morning but got better later. Pip Smitham won the individual trophy with a fine round of 74 gross/40 points in a Stableford competition.
Revival Regatta: This was an event sponsored by OP Robin Paterson and designed to help revive sailing at the College. It was held in May on the Thames near Henley and proved an extraordinary success. More than £50,000 was raised – enough for half a dozen new Fireflies. The Society helped in a small way with contact details and Steve, I think, was present on the day as well as Rodney Pattisson, our double Olympic gold medal winner who never before has helped anything like this.

Falklands Chapel: The new chairman of the FIMC Trust is an OP, Rear Admiral Jeremy Sanders. We’ve been in touch about finding ways to forge closer links between the chapel and OPs. The outcome is that in 2008 FIMCT will host a reunion for OPs who were involved in the Falklands conflict. Between 30-40 OPs will be contacted about this.

Honours Board: David Rendle has asked the Society to help contribute towards the cost of this project, now put at £400. A discussion ensued and it was agreed that the chairman write to the Bursar seeking further details.
Elective Year: An approach for support received from Charlie Duffield, a young OP at medical school in London who is off to Zanzibar for his elective year study. It was agreed that the Society would donate £500 in line with a similar donation to Sally Clare in 2002.

Expelled pupils: There had been an exchange of letters with the HM in March about this following some expulsions that month and a reference to something he was reported to have said at a meeting of the Board’s F&GP committee about the OP Society. A similar episode occurred in 2006. As a result David Rendle has been designated to represent the OP Society in these matters so that at least we know who is on the Leavers List and whether all those on the List are fully paid-up and therefore eligible to belong to the OP Society. Basically our aim is to keep as closely aligned with the College as we can about expulsions.

Chairmanship: The Hon. Sec had reminded the chairman at the start of May that he was “unconstitutional” having been chairman for more than two years. After various soundings the President agreed to become the new chairman following the next AGM. Assuming this is acceptable to the AGM the current chairman will take over as President at that point. 
Hon. Secretary’s Report
Deaths (3 OP funerals in 3 days)
P.S.I. Allen (’57-’61) - Boat business at Molesey. Many OPs attended funeral.
J.H. Dodwell (’40-’43) - Engineer - Rob Sargent attended funeral in Stamford.
A.C. Denny (’47-’51) - IBM - Peter Hughes attended funeral.
Roger Game (’42-’45) – Ex P&O - Donations in his memory to HSMT (£340).
P.E.B. Sykes
(’43-’46) 
Christopher Coney (’71-’86) - Chaplain.
J.K.C. Pattisson (’61-’65) - Killed in car accident in France in 2003.
John Lapage (’28-’32) - Aged 92 - Keith Evans attended funeral.
Australian Reunion – Sydney, NSW - 27th May 2007: About 10 OPs attended plus wives.
Leavers’ Meeting, 4th June 2007: A successful turnout with 42 out of 54 attending.
OP East Anglian Lunch: Great House, Lavenham. 40 seats are available. Female OPs, wives and girlfriends welcome. £30 per head inc.: 3 courses, ½ a bottle of wine & coffee.
Headmaster’s Report
Baccalaureate: Candidate School. Broadens standards and will offer places for European students.

Flower Festival 5th – 7th May: This was very successful.
Queen’s Visit 14th June 2007: This has been a great feat of organisation. It will be televised nationally on BBC1 at 1100. The College is looking very smart. The Guard and Choir will feature.

Numbers: 3rd Form entry is closed for September ’07 (and’08!). The Headmaster has worked very hard on this and, indeed, cannot be present today as he is recruiting in the Far East.

Public Exams: In progress. There are no high hopes for U6th, but L6th and 5th Forms should do well.

Sport:
Cricket – Teams are struggling a little, but there is now a girls’ cricket team.

Rowing – 1st VIII is not as strong as in previous years.

Tennis – Becoming very popular.

Founders’ Day: Different look. Starts with the Parade then a shorter Prize-giving. The College is trying to encourage visitors not to dally on White’s Field, but to come up to look at displays.

Beat Retreat – 30 minutes finishing at 1630. The Leavers’ celebrations will hopefully be toned down.
Hon. Treasurer’s Report

The Hon. Treasurer is retiring and the Chairman thanked him for sorting out the Accounts and running them for nine years. Since the Meeting Tarka Duhalde, an accountant based in Reading with Deloitte's and a friend of Charlotte Hayne (also known to Peter Hughes and the Bursar), has kindly agreed to take on the role.
Current Account:
£2,424 (Income next year will be c. £5000

General Fund:

£44,000

Harry Sykes M.T.F.
£173,000 (recent valuation)

Our commitments were three bursaries, but only one continues next year costing about £8,500.
Trustees Report

The two Trustees informed the meeting that they had now taken brief legal advice (see previous Minutes 14-03-07). Further advice would cost £560 + VAT for two hours of consultation. The Trustees’ view is that they must be autonomous/independent without liability but should also make decisions that reflect the wishes/interests of the Committee. However, Trustees cannot be legally liable for decisions by the Committee. Given these views, they favoured further legal advice. The Chairman proposed and Anthony Fenwick-Wilson seconded that they do so at Society’s expense. The Trust Deed could be amended in the future.
Harry Sykes MTF: No accounts required or tax paid.

General Fund: small amount of CGT payable. Any transfer from the General Fund is a donation. After much discussion the Chairman proposed a £25,000 transfer. This was seconded by the President and agreed by the Committee. On this basis £19,000 would remain in the General Fund.
Pangbourne College 90th Anniversary Appeal - OP Society – Mark Dumas report:
OP Reception 28th June 2007: Robin Paterson would be hosting this in St. James for about 130 invited OPs who left the College between 1960 and 1989.

90th Anniversary Appeal The Trustees are starting a two-phase fundraising campaign targeting individuals and aiming to receive £2,000,000.

The Chairman thanked Mark again for all the hard work he is doing.

Any Other Business

David Milnes (66–70): The Hon. Sec brought a request from David Milnes for financial assistance to the Committee for consideration. David has had several strokes and is currently unable to work or to pay his daughter’s school fees. A discussion ensued. The Trustees were eventually charged by the committee with finding out what is needed and asking David to accept a means test. Different opinions were expressed about the concept of using OP Society funds to assist with fees for children at schools other than Pangbourne. It was agreed that once the means test form had been received back from David, and the Trustees had made a recommendation, a final decision on this matter would be taken by the full committee.
Founders Day and Henley: Charlotte Hayne commented that Founders’ Day always seemed to clash with the Henley Finals. She felt that more OPs would attend Founders’ Day if this was not the case. The chairman promised to pass on her concerns to the HM.
AGM: It was agreed that setting a date depended on whether or not an OP Day is held at the College this year. This is dependent on a decision by the host, the HM. The chairman emphasised that he would prefer to hold the AGM in conjunction with the next OP Society committee meeting in November. If this was the case, the President suggested that the meeting be accompanied by dinner afterwards at the Naval Club.

Committee Meetings 2007
1800 at the Naval Club, 38, Hill Street, W1

Tuesday 6th November + AGM (to be decided)






