Minutes of the OP Committee Meeting at the Naval Club

Tuesday 8th March 2005

Present
R.Knight (Chairman), L.Stephens (Hon.Sec.), R.Shuttleworth (Sec. to Committee), M.Beale (Vice-President), N.Hollebone, C.Reed, I.Williams, D.Rendle.

Apologies:

T.Turner (Vice-President), P.Hughes (Treasurer), S.Harvey, T.O'Neil, M.Eden-Smith, C.Hayne, Dr.K.Greig (Headmaster).

Minutes of the Previous Meeting on 16th November 2004

The Minutes were approved.

Matters Arising

None

Chairman’s Report
The Chairman thanked the Hon. Sec. for editing another fine Magazine, and Nick Beattie for the adverts. (The Ed. commented that the pictures could have been better, but Chris Reed explained that it was difficult to produce quality black-and-white from colour digital.). Jed Beasley had reduced the weight of the paper and it could be reduced further yet still remaining of good quality. All 10 year leavers receive a letter from the Hon. Sec., and then again a year later inviting them to subscribe to the Magazine. Some younger OPs may prefer to use the new websites to keep in touch. There are 1100 subscribers, and 650 free through parents' subscriptions. A discussion took place to decide on date of the AGM as no OP Day this year (There will be a new HM by then, Mr. Thomas Garnier.) Remembrance Sunday was proposed at 1230.

Garth Morrison (’56-’61) will be Guest-of-Honour on Founders’ Day. 

An advertising rep. for the Magazine is needed and the Hon. Sec. would approach Steve Davis (’74-’81).

OP Socks. Footloose Socks Ltd. www.footloose-socks.com can do socks at £5.00. 25 pairs was minimum order. Hon. Sec suggested College Shop hold stock to sell on at £9.99.

The old Paravicini blazer is now the OP blazer and available to all at about £160.

OP Girls brooch/pin

Charlotte Hayne had come up with three possibilities. The best quality was excellent but too expensive for the Society to fund. There was a set-up fee and then a minimum order; the total cost would be in four figures. Perhaps the shop could finance this if Charlotte could get a number of girls (Say 30) to commit. They would cost £75 each. The Chairman and Michael Beale will also approach Toye, Kenning and Spencer www.toye.com for prices.

Hon. Secretary’s Report
Deaths

Group Capt. J.N. Burgess 
('44-'45)


died 12/04

Capt. P.I.F. Beeson, R.N.
('41-'44)


died 01/05

Capt. B.H.Kent ('36-'39) attended funeral and has written an Obituary.

A.H.H. Villiers

('35-'38)


died 05/04

Mrs. Villiers wrote. Hon.Sec has written back. Few biographical details.

E.C. Coles


('24-'27)


died 02/05

Father of Richard Coles ('58-'62). Call from A. Coxon (’41-‘44) in Dinas Powys.

J.C. Iliffe


('26-'29)


died 08/04


Informed by P. Tambling (’49-’53).

Cabinet for the Book of Remembrance

A brass plaque has been made at no cost. The Book has been raised slightly and the interior has been lined with velvet. This particular project is now complete.

Magazine

1950 copies were ordered and 1850 sent out. 45 have been returned so far.

Magazine cost £5,635 comprising £4,000 + £1,600 postage.

Magazine Subscriptions


2004
Cheques £2,982 (78)
Banker's orders £290 .


2003
              £3,164 (56)
                          £258

(so far)
2005

  £1,120 (21)


    £45 (8)

Advertising income was £1,070.

OP Reunions

Brixham, Devon. There were 16  + 3 ladies and the Hon. Sec attended. Paul Inglesby (’29-’32) came from Glastonbury.

Perth, Australia. A Conway/Worcester/Pangbourne Reunion in Perth, Australia. Was well attended but not many OPs were present.

Leavers’ Briefing

David Rendle was asked to arrange the College Leavers’ briefing about the OP Society with a date to be decided.

David Powell (’31-’35) has offered to do something for the Pangbourne College 90th Anniversary Appeal e.g. a sponsored tandem parachute jump. He offered to shave his beard off at the next Dinner. The first was somewhat premature and the latter was not felt to be appropriate.

Headmaster’s Report

Presented by David Rendle.

The Boarding Standards inspectors looked at 52 points and said that College is looking after pupils OK. There were two particular points made:

1. Very low incidence of bullying.

2. Staff use few punishments.

The Junior House (Dunbar) is progressing well – roof is on.

There had been two performances of Benjamin Britten’s War Requiem in the Chapel.

Rowing and Netball were going well.

OP Girls’ Hockey – the notice was too short last time. It was suggested that Hockey and Netball are played on the same day next time. A date is needed.

Pangbourne Boat Club

There is to be a Dinner at the Boat Club to mark its 50th Anniversary in 2005. OPs need to be informed of the date as it missed the Magazine.

Head of the River Race – girls were 2nd in their category - boys came 6th in theirs.

H M pointed out that there was a  “Pangbourne Reunited” part of the website and all Pangbournians were encouraged to join up. Data Protection laws are observed.

Hon. Treasurer’s Report

The bank balance is £8,532.5

(This includes £2,545 by College cheque for subscriptions in advance.)

Magazine printing and despatch costs are £5635.

Arrangements made with Bank of Scotland for OP Bursary (for Nikita Potemkin) to be paid from General Fund or Harry Sykes Memorial Fund. Chairman pointed out that the HSM was the correct one for paying this. No investments need to be sold.

Chris Reed will meet Peter Hughes soon as he is a new Trustee.

Any Other Business

OP Society & Pangbourne College

Pangbourne College should keep OP details up to date on their website and this would be the contact point.

A Pangbourne College employee would be responsible.

The College can use our network when campaigning.

There will be a renewed Marketing Dept. in a couple of months with a new Director of Marketing. The College Governor overseeing will be Robin Paterson (’69-’73).

Bugle

Richard Powell bought this in November, but it is still at the maker’s and it needs to be engraved. The Headmaster is chasing this up.

New College Drive

Shrubs and hedges are being planted. OPs have offered to donate a tree.
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