Minutes of the OP Committee Meeting at the Naval Club

Tuesday 7th June 2005

Present
I. Williams (President), R. Knight (Chairman), T. Turner (Vice-President), L. Stephens (Hon.Sec.), R. Shuttleworth (Sec. to Committee), N. Hollebone, A. Fenwick-Wilson, M. Eden-Smith, Dr.K. Greig (Headmaster), John Faulkner (’51-’54)
Apologies:

P. Hughes (Treasurer), M. Beale (Vice-President), J. Millensted, S. Harvey, C. Reed, T. O'Neil, C. Hayne, D. Rendle.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting 8th March 2005

The Minutes were approved.

Matters Arising

None

Chairman’s Report
The Chairman commented on the high level of pastoral care at the College found by the OFSTED Inspectors as mentioned in the ‘Ensign’.

OP Socks

These are on sale in the College Shop and the proceeds have been unexpectedly returned to the Society.

Insignia for OP Girls

Charlotte Hayne has been given some previous drawings. She is in discussion with Toye, Kenning and Spencer.

Instructors’ Bugle

£700 has been raised by a group of OP’s led by Michael Penney ('43-'45) and John Owen. The Society was not directly involved but supports their efforts. The bugle has had to be re-plated and engraved. It is due to be inscribed and it is hoped that it will be presented on Founders’ Day.

OP Golf Society

A Match was played at Liphook in May and was a great success.

33 OPs were present, 2 Masters and 2 Pupils. Charlie Parry ('81-'85) won.

The October Match will be held at Goring & Streatley GC and will be OPs v Staff and Pupils.

Hon. Secretary’s Report

Deaths

Capt. Mervyn Wingfield, DSO, DSC*  
(’24-’25) (grandson James (’87-’92))

Obituary in Times & Telegraph

J.B. Russell, DSC*
(‘lost’)


('30-'34)


Obituary in Telegraph
A.R. ‘Tote’ Cherry-Downes


(’56-’60)
Second of four brothers. 

Obituary in Racing Post

J.C. Clayton

('43-'46)
Obituary promised by G.Hepworth

M.K.Matthews
('49-'53)
In Australia. Brother of Steve
 (’53-’56)

M.B.Thomas

(’44-’47)
Died in 2001. Informed by cousin, Peter Wright
Gareth Thomas
('80-'87)
Informed by brother, Robert (’84-’91)

J.G.Shilcock

('36-'39)
Informed by Executor of his Estate

Stuart Woodward
('58-'61)
In Australia. Informed by R.B. Strachan (’58-’62) 
‘Paddy’ Clifford


Study area cleaner for 20 years ‘70s and ‘80s


Charles Tibbits
(‘61-‘65)

Giles de Gatacre
('69-'73)
Died 12-06-05
Theo Olive



3rd Form

Finance
Received so far this year:  Standing Orders £120 (23), Cheques £2,580 (55).

A survey of bank statements has been carried out for financial year 2004/2005 and 40 people were underpaying. There have been 12 replies so far.

25 letters went out to 10 year payers and 10 have replied so far.

OP Reunions

Boat Club Golden Jubilee Dinner was held in the Boathouse on 4th June –a great success. The ‘Nautics’ have re-formed and a new ‘four’ has been bought.An OP Four is proposed.

Butchers' Hall Luncheon – Arranged by the 5 OP Clerks of City Livery Companies. Anthony Hudson (just retired as Master of the Worshipful Company of Skinners) and the Hon.Sec. were present.

OP Sport

Golf – see Chairman’s Report

OP Rugby - Tristan Haines (’92-’99), who helps Charlie Ellison, the new Director of Sport at the College, with rugby coaching, is organising an OP Rugby Club and he requested 20 shirts @ £600 funded by the OPs. This was turned down at the Meeting. However, since the Meeting the Chairman has discussed this matter with Charlie Ellison and came to an agreement with him. 

* He will oversee the development of OP rugby for the time being.

There are two main targets - an Old Boys Rugby Competition at Richmond in September and a game against a College XV before Christmas.

* An OP Rugby Club will be set up on a properly constituted basis with a £10 pa subscription. (According to RFU rules this kind of rugby can be played if the Old Boys have left within the last two years and are under 21.)

* The OP Society will fund £400 of the £600 cost of the shirts to get the Club going. £250 will come from the proceeds of the socks at the College Shop + £150 from OP funds. This will be a one-off contribution. In year one this sub will be used to purchase OP rugby shirts. Tristan Haines is designing a shirt based on the College 1st XV shirt + a badge (Devitt & Moore).

* Charlie Ellison will be responsible for the OP rugby shirts in the first year. Once the Club is up and running, and maybe has other fixtures, each player will become responsible for his shirt.

* In future the OP Rugby Club will be self-financing like the OP Golf Society.

Girls’ Hockey – Nothing has happened so far although Rupert Bancroft has been approached previously. Another try will be made for the autumn.

Oldest OP - Believed to be John Winbush (’23-’24). He lives near Perth, Australia and Paddy Evelegh (’57-’61) has offered to contact him.
Headmaster’s Report

The College is in the middle of exams. The Upper 6th are expected to do quite well and could even produce the best ever results. The College results will not appear in the League Tables as there are too few “A” level candidates, but will be in The Times, etc.

The new Junior House (Dunbar) is finished (a month early), and will be opened on Founders’ Day by the Guest-of-Honour, Garth Morrison (’55-’59), the Lord-Lieutenant of East Lothian.

The new Drive is finished and seeded. The entrance plinths are finished

The National Schools Rowing Championships were cancelled in May due to high winds, so the College VIII is untested but is expected to be in the top UK four and should be seeded at Henley.

The Headmasters’ Conference is working on the bias against private school pupils by certain Universities. Individual departments seem to be the problem. Oxbridge may opt out altogether of the student placing system.

Hon. Treasurer’s Report

The Hon. Treasurer was unable to attend the Meeting.

Peter Hughes has given notice that he wishes to resign at the AGM in October. Pip Smitham, a former auditor will take over. Peter will guide him in after October. The Hon. Treasurer’s work in rationalising the accounts was much appreciated. They should be computerised next year.

OP Bursary  This is still being paid from current funds, but should be paid from the Harry Sykes Memorial Trust Fund which is for this purpose.

Any Other Business
The Headmaster thanked the Society for the things it does for the College and had enjoyed the Meetings. The Chairman, in turn, said that the Headmaster’s involvement with the Society had been a great help to us. He had always been most cooperative and had supported OPs in guarding the past yet moving forward as well. He had encouraged a leadership-based ethos in a modern context. As an Honorary OP he would always be welcome to attend our meetings and events.

Leavers’ Meeting - On Thursday 9th June. The Chairman, David Rendle, Hon.Sec. and Charlie Ellison would attend. They would explain what the OP Society does, and how it works. Dan Hughes, the new Careers Master, should be contacted.

Chairman - Robin Knight stated that he is prepared to serve for two more years if required

New Headmaster -The Committee is hoping to hold a Reception after the OP Meeting on October 11th in London for the new Headmaster and Mrs Garnier.

Committee Meetings

1800 at the Naval Club,

38, Hill Street, W1.

11th October

Remembrance Sunday 13th November at the College (AGM)







