Minutes of the OP Committee Meeting at the Naval Club

Tuesday 3rd June 2003

Present
N.Beattie (Chairman), P.Hughes (Treasurer), L.Stephens (Hon.Sec.), R.Shuttleworth (Sec. to OP Committee), D.Rendle,, N.Hollebone, R.Knight, S.Harvey, A.Fenwick-Wilson, M.Eden-Smith, C.Hayne, S.Edwards.

Apologies:

T.Turner (President), M.Beale, , Dr.K.Greig (Headmaster), I.Williams.

A welcome was extended to Chris Murray ('93-'98).
The Meeting commenced with the Chairman informing the Committee that he had written to Mrs Katharine Graham after the sad death of her husband, Marcus Graham. He read out a reply received from her. The Hon. Sec. noted that he had been a very effective Chairman of the Governors during the critical years when the College changed from the Nautical College, Pangbourne to Pangbourne College.

Many people attended the funeral on 5th April including our Chairman, Hon.Sec., Ken Greig (Headmaster), Peter Points (ex-Headmaster) and Nigel Hollebone. Peter Points. Nigel Hollebone and the Hon. Sec. will be liaising about an Obituary for the OP Magazine.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes were approved with the addition of a particular mention for Anthony Johnson at the end of the Chairman's Report for his continuing hard work on the College website.
Matters Arising

A card had been sent to R.H.Turner ('18-'19) on the occasion of his 100th Birthday.

Chairman’s Report

A Leavers' Meeting had taken place at the College on 2nd June. The Chairman, Hon.Sec., David Rendle, Crispin Read-Wilson, and Charlotte Hayne were present. It was a very well attended event.

An informal group called "Parents of Old Pangbournians" had circulated a letter concerning meeting up at Founders Day. Two ex-parents on the Committee did not feel it was of great interest to them, but would be more for the interest of present parents living close to the College. The Chairman would prefer this group to act through and with the OP Society, and would endeavour to make contact with them.

Hon. Secretary’s Report

Deaths

W.M.Graham ('31-'35) Former Chairman of the Governors, vice-President of the OP Committee.

Nigel Barker-Simpson ('63-'66) died in 1982 (reported by his brother James)

Peter Banfield (Staff '60-'72)
Mrs Pam Moger (House matron Junior School in '70s, mother of Jeremy ('62-'66)

TJC Harrison ('40-'43)

Magazine

This had been well received. Articles were needed for '04 and John Plummer ('60-'64) and Steven Edwards (OP Committee) and Graham Perry, a Rheumatologist (ex-MN), had volunteered to contribute articles.

Reunions

One was planned for Sussex in September organised by Julian Wiggin.

Other volunteers had been Michael Askwith in Cornwall and John Aitken in the North-West, but neither had enough local OPs to make reunions likely there.

OP Day 2003

This will be on 28th September.

Sport

OP Golf was a success (30th May).

The "Nautics" had reformed in the form of a rowing pair under the aegis of Marcus Walker (i/c Rowing at the College). 

Rounders would take place on 7th June. (An E-mail has since been circulated to the Committee by Charlotte Hayne with a report of the day's successful events- Sec.)

Book of Remembrance

The Hon. Sec produced sample pages, which were approved, but variations in colour would be investigated. Professional calligraphers are too expensive. John Montague has put it on to a CD and he will be sent some wine for all his trouble and effort. Nigel Hollebone would select a case for him on behalf of the Committee. Jed Beasley will print the Book at no cost and it will be professionally bound in Reading.

The Hon. Sec. had sent a copy of the Magazine to Sofia Potemkin, and he had received a letter of thanks.

Headmaster’s Report

David Rendle presented this because the H.M. was unable to attend because he was at a meeting of the HM's Conference.

The 1st VIII has had great success in winning the National Schools Regatta at Nottingham, and they would certainly be entering for the Princess Elizabeth Cup at Henley Royal Regatta where they are likely to start as favourites. It was proposed as a long-term project that the College would have a marquee at Henley as a gathering point.

The Junior Colts VIII won the 'A' Event. This double win at the nationals is a great achievement.

The College Cricket Team beat the M.C.C. and Oratory, but Big Side pitch needs redoing, as it is very compacted and does not drain properly.

The College Judo Team are again the National Judo Champions.

Open Day on 3rd May was a great success being a sunny day with lots of people.
Founders' Day (6th July) Guest-of-Honour will be Rear-Admiral Scott Lidbetter, and on 15th June General Sir Michael Jackson, the CGS, will take the Salute.

Two teams will be entered for the 10 Tors in Dartmoor.
Bowden Green - there were no buyers as yet.

The College was presently immersed in Exams.

Hon. Treasurer’s Report

The Committee was given an early indication of the Accounts and a discussion took place.

Bank Account Opening Balance as at 05/04/2002
£22,294.56

Receipts





£20,892.72

Total






£43,187.28

Expenditure





£34,365.58

(This includes £20,000 transferred to Harry Sykes Memorial Trust)

Bank Balance as at 06/04/2003


£  8,821.70

Any Other Business

Charlotte Hayne had conducted a most interesting and useful survey of the U6 pupils at the Leavers' Meeting concerning their views/awareness of the OP Society and its work. She presented the Committee with copies of this and Simon Harvey congratulated her on her work.

The Chairman showed some information on the Undergraduate Officer Trainee Sponsorship Scheme for the M.N., which was available at the College.

Charlotte Hayne requested funds towards a barbecue after the Rounders Match (see above-Sec.) and the Committee approved a contribution of £100.

Chris Dossett (i/c College Sports) would be approached by David Rendle to develop OP Sport

The Hon. Sec made the point again that as OP Society Meetings were now less frequent, greater contact was needed between individual members of the Committee in the intervening periods. New proposals should be circulated to members (ideally by E-mail) and should be put on the Agenda when that was sent out.
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