Minutes of the OP Committee Meeting at the Naval Club

Tuesday 11th May 2004

Present
R.Knight (Chairman), L.Stephens (Hon.Sec.), P.Hughes (Treasurer), R.Shuttleworth (Sec. to OP Committee), N.Hollebone, A.Fenwick-Wilson, I.Williams.

Apologies:

T.Turner (President), M.Beale, N.Beattie, S.Harvey, M.Eden-Smith, C.Hayne, S.Edwards, T.O'Neil, Dr.K.Greig (Headmaster), D.Rendle.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes were approved.

Matters Arising

The Hon. Sec's new computer is now up and running. The OP website www.oldpangbournian.com is also working and 25 pictures from the OP Dinner will be posted on it shortly. The site will be updated twice per year through Synergysta at a cost of £200 per year. A discussion took place about how active the site should be.

Chairman’s Report

OP Dinner

There had been positive reactions and a number of letters of appreciation. The Dinner even made money for the Society (£951). The cost was £1,908 and £2,860 was taken in receipts. 92 dined including guests. 67 stayed the night.

Nigel Hollebone reported that some OPs staying overnight at Port Jackson had caused damage to the premises. He had written to the Housemaster apologising. The Committee supported this move and resolved that the Society would make restitution to PJ in some tangible way in the future.

Other issues discussed included ensuring that the Dinner "flyer" is inside the magazine before it is sent out (some recipients missed it), the best shape of the dinner tables, the opening hours of the Dinner bar and smoking (the Mess Hall is now a no-smoking area).

The Committee offered their thanks on behalf of OPs to Nigel Hollebone for organising the Dinner so successfully.

Videos for the Library

The Chairman had had a letter of thanks from the College Librarian. Anyone who wishes to donate videos to the Library is welcome to do so.

Hon. Sec's 50 years association with the College

Steve and Pat will be going away in October to the Berry Head Hotel in Brixham for five nights as guests of the OP Society.
Hon. Secretary’s Report
Deaths

R.C.Aitken ('55-'75) (Staff) Housemaster Harbinger for 13 years
R.B.Angel ('34-'35) - friend of Keith Evans

G.E.Hubbard ('35-'38) - our rep. In Cape Town

K.M.Knight ('32-'34)

W.A.P.Stocker ('48-'52) - Vancouver

R.J.McGregor ('31-'34)

Magazine

Nearly 2000 were sent out in February. The "Old Pangbournian" magazine had made a profit this year. Advertising revenue was £845 with one unpaid so far.

Income
Because of a mail shot to 160 subscribers in December 2003, cheques increased to £3,164 in 2003 (£1,514 in 2002) and already in 2004 cheques total over £1,500. In addition a number of OPs have increased their standing orders. A further mail shot to about 50 who have not yet responded will be sent later in the year.

Book of Remembrance

The cabinet has been designed, approved and ordered through Mike Mortimer, Project manager of the Falklands Chapel (cost c.£600). Delivery is still awaited. The site in the Chapel is agreed with the Chaplain.

Gerres cabinet

This has been approved and ordered by the Librarian and completion is expected in the middle of June and it should be ready for Founders' Day. (Cost borne by the Gerres Fund).

Medals

The family of the late R.J.McGregor ('31-'34) has presented his war medals to the College. These will be mounted and framed (cost c.£80) and will be placed in the cabinet.

Founders' Day

The Guest of Honour on July 3, 2004, is to be an OP, Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Hill (50-55).

OP Day

The date has now been confirmed as Saturday, September 11, 2004.The College 1st XV will be playing at home that afternoon. It is hoped there will also be an OP girls' hockey match. The Chairman will approach the Headmaster regarding lunch and the general arrangements.

AROPS

No one will be attending from the OP Society this year.

Reunions

Julian Wiggin ('66-'70) organised the Sussex Lunch in January for 25 OPs and their ladies making up about 40 attendees at the Berkeley Hotel in Worthing. Julian's parents run this. It was very successful with good food.

Rob Sargent ('61-'65) is planning a reunion for OPs in the East Midlands later in the year, possibly October.

The Hon.Sec thanked the OP Committee for arranging his visit to Brixham. Pat and he are looking forward to staying at the Berry Head Hotel run by Edward Bence ('66-'70).

Headmaster’s Report

Neither the Headmaster nor David Rendle was able to attend the Meeting so there was no Report.

Hon. Treasurer’s Report

Income last year was £13,000 and the Society spent £16.000. The Hon. Treasurer urged  the Committee to be cautious. This year we are funding five new fifes for the Marching Band and a cabinet for the Book of Remembrance. The Potemkin bursary will be more expensive this year (£2,182 per term) although it was noted that it is still being paid out of current income rather than the Society’s Trust funds. It was agreed that the level of subscription is fine at the moment. We cannot rely on income from cheques.

Any Other Business

Pangbourne College Appeal

A new College Appeal is likely in the next two years. The people who will head it up need to be selected. This Appeal will be for a covered swimming pool to be completed for the 90th Anniversary of the College in 2007. An OP Sub-Committee will be formed in September. Anthony Fenwick-Wilson agreed to head this sub-committee.

OP Society contribution to Sally Clare (OP)
Sally is now a 4th Year medical student and intends to spend some time in Nepal as part of her elective training. (The Sir Edmund Hillary Trust has set up a hospital there). It will cost her between £1,500 and £2,000. The Committee agreed to sponsor her with £500, and in return would like an article for the Magazine in due course. The Chairman will write to her enclosing a cheque.

NCP Instructors

The Committee was informed that some older OPs would like a plaque to be installed in the College in memory of the NCP Instructors. There had been many of them. However, the Committee felt that it was far too late for this and that many younger OPs would not have known of them. They were recorded in the Hon.Sec's history of the College. The Chairman agreed to try to find another way of meeting the OPs request.

Honorary OPs

This subject would be discussed in September.

2003/2004 Committee Meetings

11th September: (informal) OP Day & AGM, Pangbourne College.

16th November: The Naval Club, 38,Hill Street, W1.






